


Classic architectural features combine with a family-friendly

floor plan and cheerful—even unexpected—finishes and furnishings

i this new southwest suburban home. The result

i5 a mix that's timeless yet fresh, more fun than formal, and full

of ideas translatable to a home of any size.
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AT A GLANCE

Type: New build

Location: Southwest
metro
Style: French
Mediterranean
Details: Classic
architectural details
combine with a fresh,
playful attitude.
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ven from the curb, it’s clear that this home in the
southwest suburbs of Minneapolis is Mediterranean
instyle. And not just any Mediterranean, but French
Mediterranean, says Jeff Murphy of architectural
design firm Murphy & Co. Design. “It’s not a stan-
dard house yow'd see in Spain or Italy,” he says. “The
roofline, slate roofing, and smooth-sand stucco
finish are alot more like a neoclassical home you'd see somewhere like Nice
in the South of France?”

Given the exterior, youd expect the interior to lean toward a more tradi-
tional, neutral look, perhaps with touches of soft colors. Instead, it boasts
bold swaths of blue, red, and green. “We wanted to get away from the yellow-
tinged interior the owners had been living in for many years;” interior designer
Sandy LaMendola of Twist Interior Design says. “This is so much fresher and
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BRIGHT THINKING

Vibrant colors—including a green velvet
sofa in the living space, red furnishings
around the sunken bar, and Blue Mare
quartzite on the fireplace surround and bar
countertop—punctuate the home’s main
gathering space. The mix was a deliberate
departure from the more subdued hues in
the formal dining room.

brighter” Murphy agrees, noting the owners’
love of Mexican design, too. “It’s more cheer-
ful and playful than white on white or cream,
and it speaks to the homeowners’ personality.”

Some of the most dramatic punches of color
come through in the rugs, including a few the
owners already owned, which LaMendola
“overdyed” into bright hues. “Overdyed rugs
have become a hot commodity the last hand-
ful of years because they have this vivid but
nuanced color, with undertones of the old rug
color and pattern showing through,” she says.
“It’s unpredictable and not an exact science,
butit worked out great here.”

Bright colors also come through in many of
the room’s hard surfaces. Blue Mare quartzite,
for instance, was used for the fireplace sur-
round and nearby bar countertop. “There’s a
wonderful balance of strong veins and a finer
line quality to it,” LaMendola says. “And the
mesmerizing blue color has a distinctive aes-
thetic that carries the room really nicelv.”

Blue surfaces the butler’s pantry, too, where
Walker Zanger tile in a cornflower blue colos
covers the walls from countertop to ceiling

T}
9T




WIDE OPEN
Although the owners
often enjoy breakfast

in the sunken bar area,
the breakfast nook off
the kitchen comfortably
accommodates everyone
around a table. Nearby,
the butler’s pantry bal-
ances walls of blue
Walker Zanger tile and
Mexican tile, both from
RBC Tile & Stone, with
Calacatta Lincoln marble
countertops—the same
countertop material used
in the kitchen. “The but-
ler's pantry is one of my
favorite rooms of all time,”
interior designer Sandy
LaMendola says.

“Thebutler’s pantry is hidden and a little bit of
acrown jewel,” sayslead architectural designer
T.J. Majdecki of Murphy & Co. Design. “But
it’s not too dressed up—it’s fun and engaging.”
Even the master bath vanities get aboost from
blue. “That became the blue we wanted to do
everything in from there on out,” LaMendola
says. “We describe it as being in the middle of
the ocean on a beautiful moonlit night, just
lookinginto that color. It’s so deep and dreamy.”

Although color adds cheer, it’s not the only
way the design team made the home feel more
casual, The floor plan—including an all-in-one
living room, bar, and kitchen—suits a modern,
lower-key lifestyle. “In one of our first design
meetings, the owner said, ‘I want a bar right
here in the livingroom,” builder John Kraemer
of John Kraemer & Sons says. “None of us had
heard of that concept before and we thought
itwas kind of neat. It makes sense because the
space is built around living and entertaining.”

The 14-foot-long sunken bar space serves
as the family hub, hosting activities ranging
from homework to happy hour. Proximity and
openness to the kitchen and living room was a
top priority. “This is the home’s primary living
space,” Murphy says. “We didn’t want to break
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things up—we wanted everyone to be able to
hang out together.”

The furniture plan and light fixtures—includ-
ing Moroccan-style pendants at the bar—help
distinguish the three spaces from each other.
Here and throughout the house, a mix of fin-
ishes in the hardware, lighting, and plumbing
fixtures helps, too. “We have both polished
nickel and antique brass—and that combina-
tion makes it feel more livable and informal
than if everything was perfectly matched,”
LaMendola says.

Nonetheless, nods to tradition—including a
formal dining room—remain. “Although there
is a dining room here, in general we’re seeing
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The floor plan—including an

all-in-one living room, bar,

and kitchen—suits a modern,

lower-key lifestyle

fewer formal spaces in homes,” Kraemer says. “People aren’t want-
ing to spend money on real estate they use only a few times ayear”

That said, no expense was spared on creating a truly classic
architectural look, particularly on the outside. “Thick exterior
walls aren’t done much nowadays,” Murphy says. “We made
the walls 12 inches thick, which allows windows and doors to
be deeply inset. It’s a subtle detail but something you see on the
exteriors of old Mediterranean homes.”

The effort paid off—and the entire design team is proud of the
result. “I can’t tell you how many people have told me they thought
this house had always been here,” Kraemer says.w
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ATTENTION TO EVERY DETAIL
The main level's gallery hall transitions from a lapis
blue plaster finish (in the center) to a modern, sub-
dued floral-patterned vinyl wallcovering custom-sized
for the space (on the ends). Wallcoverings in the home
office (right), on the other hand, feature an aqua blue,
which pairs well with the Murano glass light fixture,
which was made sight unseen. “We couldn’t get a
sample.” LaMendola says. “So although it was a bit of
a wild card, it worked—and it’s pretty fabulous.”

MAKING @
CONNECTIONS
Three pairs of arched-top
French doors connect the
home’s main gathering space
to a terrace with a built-in
fire pit—and a pool and
cabana just beyond. Key parts
of the home—inside and
out—are within easy reach.
“We configured this with the
owners’ priorities in mind,”
lead architectural designer

. Majdecki says. “If it'’s too
far away or too hard to get
to, it won't get used.”
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ALL FLOOR PLAN ILLUSTRATIONS BY RANDALL NELSON
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EASY ENTERTAINING
Arch-top windows and shutters on

the front exterior give way to a bank

of arch-top doors on the back,

which open from the home's main living
space to a terrace, built-in fire pit,
pool, and cabana. “The family spends
a lot of time outside, and they wanted
a direct connection from the bar to

the pool,” Majdecki says.

%‘ ARCHITECTURE: Jeff Murphy and T.J. Majdecki, Murphy & Co. Design, 811 Glenwood Ave., Ste. 250, Mpls., 612-470-5511, murphycodesign.
com # BUILDER: John Kraemer, John Kraemer & Sons, 4906 Lincoln Dr., Edina, 952-935-9100, jkandsons.com # INTERIOR DESIGN: Sandy
LaMendola, ASID, Twist Interior Design, 811 Glenwood Ave., Ste. 350, Mpls., 612-338-1588, twistinterior.com. / LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Scott Ritter, TOPO,

530 N. 3rd St., Ste. 401, Mpls., 612-929-2049, topollc.com + FOR BUYING INFORMATION: See the resource guide at mspmag.com/hdresources
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