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empty nest i this stunning 1902 City Lake cottage.
written by madilyn justine rowe, photography by jeff johnson
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landscape installation: landscape renovations
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After becoming empty nesters, interior designer Dana Alpeter and
her husband sold their family home and downsized to a beautiful
loft in a historic building by the Guthrie. Despite loving the views
over looking the city and the active city lifestyle they missed “having
their feet on the ground.” So, they began their search around the city
lakes for a smaller home that would support their empty nest life but
would still be close to the city, its wonderful culture, and amenities.
Meedless to say, it was not an easy mission.

Finally, after looking for three years, they found the perfect
house: a 1902 City Lake cottage. It was the right size, close to their
favorite lake and in total disrepair. Dana specializes in whole project
design management and was excited about the potential of the project
but also knew the obstacles. She understood it would be less expensive
to tear the house down but appreciated how challenging it would
be to build a new home in the midst of so many beantiful historic
houses. Therefore, T. J. Majdecki, Associate ATA and Principal at
Murphy & Co, was chosen as the project’s architect as an experienced
traditionalist. Dana and her husband were intent on creating a home
that would celebrate the original charm but in a way that pushed
boundaries. “We wanted to create a very intentional push-pull
relationship between traditional and modern aesthetics for a fresh,
non-stagnant approach to our 1902 city lake cottage,” said Dana.

The two-year project was a constant balancing act to define the
relationship between traditional and modern. Additionally, Dana
was also extremely focused on the integration between interior
and exterior. “We live in 2 cold northern climate so when it is nice
outside, I want to be outside,” she said. “But, ewven on the coldest,
dreariest Minnesota day 1 still want to feel connected to the outdoors.
Our 1902 cottage had almost no natural light, or cutdoor access.”
Ultimately, the goal of integrating the exterior with interior provided
the opportunity to introduce the houses most remarkable feature:
modem steel windows and doors. These windows and doors not only
provide the desired integration with the exterior but they also provide
an important juxtaposition with the home’ original window design
that was replicated and installed throughout.

The exterior was carefully edited to maintain its original charm
and footprint. The interior was completely gutted and all dividing
walls were removed in order to create a modern, open living space
that reads clean and modern, almost sparse. However, with Dana’s
carefully chosen finishes and materials the result is warm, calm and
inviting. The European kitchen and bathrooms exude function and
beauty. A monochromatic driftwood palette extends from the interior
to the exterior and is echoed in the home’s shake siding providing
harmony throughout.

Art and accessories are kept to a minimum, which allow elements
like the subtle, but exquisite hand painted Gracie wall covering in the
dining room, room to breathe. “1 always believe ‘less is more” which
makes every detail and selection that much more important,” said
Dana. The kitchen cabinetry is linear and white. Stunning MNero
marble surrounds the larpe kitchen island and the countertop is
matte stainless with a very minimalist Belgium cooktop. The modemn
kitchen shines beantifully with the light brought in by the magnificent
steel windows. Sets of steel French doors lead you gracefully ou
to a very private lounge area with fire pit and pool. It feels resort-like
with a lush landscape of tall arborvitaes and boxwood.

“Simplicity is a guiding principal of my work,” said Dana. “Sin
is not easy, but when it is achieved, it lends an ease, a confidence to
a space allowing calm and understanding. It lets the mind rest, and
that is what home is to me.”
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danaalpeterinteriors.com = murphyodesign.com = andersonreda_com
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