


And make it beautiful they did. Architectural splendor is first demonstrated from the
curb, largely in part because the clients were set on making the home’s exterior blend
seamlessly with the fabric of the existing neighborhood. Iteration after iteration of 3D
renderings that experimented with different plans, paint colors, and programming of
the upper floor were worth the effort, with the owners landing on a charming home with
traditional lines, fairytale-like gables, and a custom warm-gray exterior stain by Darril
Otto of Otto Painting Design.

“As we moved inside, [the wife's] aesthetic leanings really took off,” says Bill Costello,
AIA, CEO of Streeter Custom Builder. “She turned the dial alittle bit more modern, yet kept
some classic bones that related to the architecture. The modern insertions were akin to
her voice and what she liked.”

These interior inclinations—plus the addition of natural materials and textures and
vintage pieces that contrasted contemporary, clean lines—were instrumental pieces of
the home’s composition. “That’s my style,” says the homeowner, who spearheads Studio
17 Interiors. “We can call it ‘classic with a slight edge.’ I surprised myself with how I would
tiptoe on the modern side with a selection, but then I would pull it back with another ele-
ment. It was a true symphony.”

That melodious mix of timeless and trendy floods the foyer. An entry hall to the right
features vertical wall paneling with hidden touch-to-open cabinets that flank a floating
bench—perfect for popping down to slip on sandals and sneakers. Meanwhile, a small
piano room to the left offers solitude and reprieve from the spacious main level, which is
broken up by a white-painted, imperfect brick “core” that rests in the middle of the floor
plan. “My time in Southern California influenced my taste and style,” the homeowner says
of the brickwork. “I fell in love with the texture and interest it brings.”

The powder room is housed within this brick center, and it features a dreamy, dark green
vanity and Marthe Armitage wallpaper. The countertop carries a tune of its own: “It was a
remnant Minnesota Tile & Stone had in its piles,” the homeowner recalls. “I thought, ‘That
looks like something cooland old,’ and it turns out, it was from a high school chemistrylab.
Ifind such satisfaction in interesting things that give ahome a story and soul.”

Inthekitchen, the primary goal was to get the everyday appliances and clutter out of
sight. “[It] was a chance for us to have more fun with openness and design,” Murphy says.
“They have storage all over, but this kitchen was different and treated like a living room
because everyone [was] going to hang out there. It has a long island where people can sit,
and the back wall is like a piece of art.”




€€ THE LOFT BECAME THE HEART
| OF THE HOME, AND THAT WAS THE
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- TJ. MAJDECKI, ASSOCIATE AIA, PARTNER AND
LEAD DESIGNER AT MURPHY & CO. DESIGN

The art Murphy references, which is actually a greenish blue-veined quartzite slab, was B WITH THE HELP OF UNION PLACE IN
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Also in the kitchen, the homeowner’s curated ensemble of design elements brings the SPEND SLOW WEEKEND MORNINGS.
more delicate, yet defining details to the forefront: Soldier stack-style brick lines the soffit
above the stove, while the island base stain and ceiling mineral wash (both by Otto) raise

the bar with a touch of customization. Additionally, the butler’s pantry and dry storage
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