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Park and Recreation

A family of fun-seekers creates a custom cabin to house their
outdoor adventure gear, a garage, a home gym, and a hangout lounge.

BY KELLY RYAN KEGANS

a

Y ear-round lake living comes with some baggage. And a few wakeboards,

acanoe, a couple of kavaks—you get the idea. Add mountain bikes, skis,
snowshoes, an ATV, and the camping gear that Jeff and Jill Murphy have on
hand for their family’s land adventures, and things start to pile up quickly.
“There used to be this tiny detached garage that we had completely packed,
so that got us thinking,” says Jeff, an architectural designer and founder of
Murphy and Co. (murphycodesign.com).

Working with the trees that populate their 3 acres near Lake Pulaski in
Buffalo, Jefl designed the 900-square-foot outbuilding as if it were a cabin
across from the Murphys’ main house. “The building kind of meanders J COZY CHARACTER
around the big pine trees, and that led to a better lavout,” Jeff says, Clad in cedar shingles, the sports hut (top and above), as the Murphys

BEs e s BT call it, combines light and dark greens painted in custom blends on the
An oversize garage and lounge situated at one end of the building and a it duore. pillBUE Tt Rk Srsd ook color e tha s

home gym and voga studio at the other are bridged by a hallway. Throughout, Marvin windows. “I was inspired by Belgian agrarian buildings because a lot
JefTinstilled a sense of age and history by using materials salvaged from the of them have really unique garage doors,” says homeowner and architectural
1915 cabin that used to be next door to their house. designer Jeff Murphy. The |llum|rwamd r:up_nla is mpr_md with a_wp.arhﬂr vane
- . ) o s a and a flag Murphy made out of tin to mimic the version that flies at Hogwarts
“The plan just felt right,” Jeff says. “The trees feel like they have been

in Harry Potter. The stone fireplace (here), which sits in between the sports
there forever and just grew around this building” hut and the house, is original from the 1915 cabin that used to be next door.
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9 SOCIAL SCENE

Murphy repurposed three sets
of French doors from the older cabin
to connect the lounge and garage.
A countertop live-edged table
made by Wood from the Hood is a
multifunctional surface for board
pames, a work-from-home setup,
and meals. The table sits on casters
that lock in and out of place so it can
easily move through the French doors
and into the garage for parties or
outside through the overhead door,
The door also offers easy access to
the property’s woods. "We made
mountain bike trails out there, so the
idea is you can grab your snowshoes
or bike, open that door, and just shoot
right out there,” Jeff says.

PERSONAL IMPRINTS

Salvaged wood from Manomin
Resawn Timbers gives the interior
its instant age. Jeff tacks up his
collection of vintage postcards
depicting Lake Pulaski on one of the
walls. “There used to be a bunch of
resorts and lodges here, and people
from Minneapaolis, 5t. Paul, and other
states would come out for vacations,”
he says.

4 BUILT-IN HISTORY
Another salvaged door (above),

5 HANDY ESSENTIALS
A wall-mounted metal bucket

this one with operating glass sashes
and original hardware, leads into the
lounge from the interior hallway. The
propeller above the French doors in

the lounge (top) once belonged to a
floatplane the cabins former owners
used to fly above the lake.
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sink with a hexagon tile backsplash
from Rubble Tile works double duty.
“There's not a wet bar in the lounge,
50 it's there if people want to dump

a glass of wine out or if you need to
wash your hands, it’s right next to the
garage,” Jeff says.
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6‘ MULTIFUNCTIONAL FUN ZONES

Twelve-foot-tall ceilings allow for plenty of overhead
storage in the garage area, where Jeff parks his 1976
International Scout and a 1983 Porsche gn (right). The
lounge is a mix of antiques and new furnishings, including
the lounge chair from Pottery Barn Teen. "l was so worried
it was going to be smaller, but thankfully, it's normal size
and so comfy!” Jeff says.

UPWARD BOUND

A remote-controlled lift (below right) can transport up
to Boo pounds to the upper level, where the family stores
off-season patio furniture and their ATV. Jeff organized the
family’s outdoor gear on the walls, inspired by sporting
goods stores. "1 put everything right where you need it so
it’s quick and easy to grab,” he says.

8 HI-FI REDEFINED

The circa-1980s audio equipment, sourced from
HiFiSound, is housed in an antique display cabinet
alonpgside an antique rocking chair Jeff bought 20 years
ago. “We've had New Year's Eve and graduation parties
here,” Jeff says. “It can get pretty festive.”

“Sometimes Jill and I will come
out here to watch the Wild play,
or well have Vikings parties.

In a few weeks, we're having a
groom’s party for 50 people here.”

—JEFF MURPHY, ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER
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