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“I’'ve always admired sporting goods stores
you see in cool mountain towns and how they
display things on a wood wall,” says Jeff.
The arrangement makes things easy to grab.
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e Se ing

A 3.5-acre lakeside
landscape surrounded
by wooded trails
in Bu alo, Minnesota,
about 40 miles west
of the Twin Cities

e Structure

A 900-square-foot
cedar shingle sports
hut that houses a
garage, an adjoining
lounge, a home gym,
and a powder bath

Out Back

Motor Lodge

When an outdoorsy Minnesota family sets out to
build a new garage, it evolves into a hardworking hangout
space where everyone wants to park it.

rom paddleboarding, wake
surfing, and canoeing on the
lake to mountain biking, hiking,
and snowshoeing on the trails,
Jilland Je  Murphy are outside all year
round. When their sporting gear began
to overtake the tiny detached garage
next to their Minnesota lake home, they
decided to build a larger garage, which
quickly morphed into something more.
Looking to the site s existing
towering pines for inspiration, Jeff,
an architectural designer (murphyco

design.com), started sketching out plans
for the cabin-like outbuilding they now
call their sportshut amultifunctional
garage with ample storage for outdoor
gear, a home gym with a yoga studio, and
a lounge where the couple and their grown
children and friends can hang out. Its
cool to have a building that accomplishes
so many things for the whole family, Jeff
says. We open up all those French doors
into the garage, and we Il have the stereo
system really loud and play music videos
on the big screen. It gets pretty festive.
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Rec Center

A live-edge 8-foot-long
wood slab table in the
lounge area provides
space for the family to
play board games, eat a
meal, or work from home.
(Its also set on casters,
which makes it easy to
move around as needed.)
On one side of the room,
three sets of French
doors, all salvaged from
a nearby cabin, lead

to the garage, while an
overhead door on the
opposite wall lifts to
access bike and hiking
trails. You can grab your
bike, open that door, and
shoot right out, says Je .

Fireside Chat
The massive stone
replace remains in

the same place it was
when it was housed
in a previously existing
1915 cabin that was
taken down. They now
use it as an outdoor

< gathering spot, perfect
for hanging out on a
crisp fall evening.

Old Collage Try

Je collects vintage postcards that depict
the area where they live on Minnesota s
Lake Pulaski most of which he nds on
eBay and tacks them onto a wall in the
lounge. | think | have every one thats ever
been made because | haven t seen any
new ones for four or ve years, he says.

Continued on pg. 20
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